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Article: Riverside, CA —In the New Year, Riverside Public Utilities will begin to offer new rebates for its
non-residential customers, including school sites, which install solar electric systems and reduce their
energy demands. Riverside is a leader among Southern California cities in solar projects, with 9 active
programs providing nearly half a megawatt of local generation. The Utility has also provided a
residential photovoltaic (solar) rebate for more than three years, and recently increased those rebates
to encourage increased residential PV construction. In an effort to meet both state mandated goals, as
well as its own goals for increased renewable generation, the Utility added the non-residential and
school site solar rebate programs. Similar to its residential rebate program, non-residential customers
would receive $3.00 per watt rebates not to exceed 50 percent of the project costs for qualified PV
project installations. Incentive caps reach up to $50,000 for flat rate customers, $200,000 for demand
rate customers, and $500,000 for large time-of-use customers per project, per year. A complete PV
system usually consists of one or more modules connected to an inverter that changes direct current
(DC) to alternating current (AC). The approximate cost per kilowatt of an installed PV system can range
from $8,000 to $13,000. This can include the module, inverter, wiring, and interconnection equipment.

“OQur-reendential customers have expressed interest
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they need to construct projects that help reduce their energy costs and help us achieve both load

reduction and increased renewabl e gener artdbloen.” By

to install systems that are balanced to meet their electric load while not over producing at an
uneconomical cost, Wright said. The Utility has also created a PV assistance rebate program for
secondary educational facilities that would encourage K-12 school sites to also install solar projects.
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year 2015, and up to 3 MW by 2020.



